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Lesson XX.

ANECDOTES OF A ArOYAGE BOUND
THE WORLD.

[From the French,]

PAET I.

1. I "WAS very young when I saw the sea for the first
time, and I was struck, as every one must be, with
the magnificence of the spectacle, which gave me a
better idea of the almighty power of the Creator than
I had ever had before. I spent the day in watching
the waves, or if I perceived a distant sail, I followed
it with my eyes till it had disappeared beyond the
horizon.

2. Prom that day my strongest desire was to
make a sea voyage. In my dreams at night I sailed
over the wide ocean to distant lands, and even to the
other hemisphere; and by day I read all the books of
voyages and travels that I could get hold of. At
length an unexpected event offered me the means of
obtaining my long-cherished wish. My father obtained
the command of a vessel which was to sail round the
world on a voyage of discovery; and as I was now of
an age to leave school, he determined to take me with
him, and wrote to me to join him at Brest, whence his
ship was to sail in the course of the next month.
This news made me feel almost beside myself with
joy. I made my preparations, took leave of my kind